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Pack Up Your Steamer Trunk

If an early traveler ventured out of her
community, it was usuaily for trade,
exploration, or missionary work, “Leisure
fourism” was for only the very rich—
aristocracy who had the time and dispos-
able Income. But any journey a person
undertook would be long and arduous.

Mass travel daveloped when communica-
tion, train, and ocean liner technology
advanced. Thomas Cock invented group
trips in 1841 when he organized one to
take teetntalers by train to a temperance
rally in Loughhorough, England. In 1866,
he was taking fellow Britens to America
on g four of Civil War battlefields.

Trave! took flight in the 1920s and 1830s
when people hitched rides on Post Office
airplanes. These brave souls-—usually
businessmen—endured uncomfortable
condifions, but their ime was worth
more than the five cents per mile it

cost for the flight (compared to the

1.3 cents per mile cost of train travel).
Before long, airplane manufacturers built
faster airplanes with pressurized and
heated cahins, thus ushering in formal
commercial aviation.

These days, travel is a multibillion-doflar
industry. The Travel Industry Assaciation
of America reports that in 2003,
Americans spent more than 577 billion
on travel utside the couniry. Travel also
eamed the U.S. morg than $80 billion
irom international visitors!

Your Parsonal Travel Agent

If a person wished to revisit a destination
in the inaugural days of leisure Lravel,
she would have no way of knowing if the
hotel or inn at which she stayed a year
ago would stfll be open. A person whe
planned a vacation during the 1900s
would lock to posters advertising loca-
ticns or hotels. the travel section of the
local paper, or a travel agent for ideas,

With the intraduction of the Inlernet and
Worid Wide Weh, anyong can now plan a
vacation and make her own plane. hotel,
and car reservaticns. Type in "travel,”
*hotels,” or "aifare,” and you'll receive
millions of hits. Research is easy: onling
guides are available to educate travelers
on their destination. Many of the popular
mega-travel Web sites are "virtual

travel agencies” where you can bogk
your flight, hotet, and car all at once—
and within a matter of moments. These
mega sites offer many cholces to the
fravel consumer through contracts or
affiliations with varfous vendors.

| Navigating Unfamiliar Territory

The early explorer relied heavily on iand-
marks to find their destination. Useful
maps did not come into existgnce until
the Exploration Age of the 15th and 16th
centuries, when mapmakers began to
rely more on accuracy and information
rather than depicting religious concepts.
Still, even In these modern times, most
paper maps are out of date as soon as
they are published due to a constantly
changing highway system. Luckily, online
rmaps and GPS receivers are now avail-
able, so stopping Lo ask for directions
can be avoided.

The Global Positioning System (GPS) Is
comprised of 24 orbiting solar-powered
satellites. Inifially used by the military,
anyone with a GPS receiver can now
access it. How does it work? Imagine that
you are lost 2nd need to find your way to
a certain city or fourist attraction. Simply
put. the GPS receiver wil! first locate the
closest four satelliies. It calculates its
distance from each by analyzing high-
frequency low-power radio signals.

The receiver will then figure its own
location on Earth by using the trilateration
principle—you can be found at the point
where all four spheres of the satellites
intersect, The receiver cormbines this
data with other information, corrects

any calculations 1o allow for delay errors
caused by the atmosphere and skyscrap-
ers, and gives you your latitude, tongi-
tude, and aftitude data. Most receivers
take this data and apply it to map files
stored in memory. Leave the receiver on,
type in the necessary coorginales, and
the GPS unit will guide you directly to
your desired destination!

Staying Connected

" Educated travelers of yore kept in contacl

with family and friends back home
through the art of letter writing. But mail
service was slow and unreliable, and the

" recipient was fortunata to recelve your

tetter within a reasonable time—aor at all.

i These days instant communication is
! paramount—anywhere and everywhere.

Laptop computers with wireless Intzrnst
access are now a necessity on bUsingss

- irips, and many people feel lost if their

:cell phone isn'l with them at ail times.

But did vou know that a cell phone is,
in actuality, a radio?

More sophisticated than the GB radios

of the 1970s, a call phone enables
instant dialogue. Cell phone carriers are
given about 80U radio frequencies o use

across a region, then civids this area into

the hits
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10 sguare mile “cells” with centrally
located tawers. Cell phones are "full
duplex,” which means that one cellular
call uses two frequencies; one for talking,
anather for listening, Because of the high
amount of frequencies avaitable fo any
DNe carrier, many people can use their

' cell phone at the same time, as well as

over many miles cue to the "switchabil-
ity” of the phones to the different cells.

For Your Listening Pleasure

t Travelers in the days of coach or train

' would have to entertain themselves by
* conversing with their fellow companions

or—if they weren't inclined to motion
sickness—reading a novel or poelry
book, Aoject music lovers who were
particular on what songs they listened

to had no cheice but to hum their favorite
so0ng to themselves, Poriable profession-
ally recorded music hegan in the 20th
century, when thase Iucky ta own a
partable 8-track player, cassstte player,
or CD player (depending on the decads)
could take them on their vacation. Even
50, you had to have an cxira piece of
luggage fo cart the portable device, as
well as fis Daiteries and type of media

it played. For the music lover going on
vacation in the 215t century, however,

+ MP3 players or satellite radios are
" great gadgeis to have.

Using an algerithm developed by German
company Fraunhofer Gesellschaft In
1987, MP3 (MPLG [Maving Pictures

. Experts Group] Audio Layer-3) takes
| advantage of human ear limitations o
" achieve the highest level of compression

nossible. The human ear cannot perceive
certain sounds, can discern some sounds

- beiter than others, and cannot pick up

the softer of two scunds when played
simuitaneously. MP3 compresses the

- number of bytes in an audio-to-digital

file by removing any “unnecessary” infor-
mation—or those sounds the human ear
can't discem—uwhile achigving near CD-
quality sound. Thus a three-minute song
that uses 32MB of CD space can be
compressed to around 3MB. Enough
$ongs can be stored in an MP3 player for
at least a short plane ride, if nat longer,
depending upon how much memory
capacity the model has.

Satellite radios are ideal for those vaca-
tioners who are traveling by open road
but hate listening to static while in the
mountairns. Also called digital radios,
these services consist of satellites,
ground repeaters, and receivers wih
antennzs and proprietary chipsats.
Programs are transmitted to the satellites

[ bytes

- from the greund; the satellites beam

these signals back down to the radio
raceivers that then convert the digital

{ datainto audic, Currently, there are

two satellite compantes for the U.S.;

and one that transmits to Eastern Europe,
Afrlca, the Middle East, and most of Asia.
with plans to add South America and
Western Europe.

Say Cheese!

No vacation is complete without pictures.
But only those early leisure lravelers with

. artistic ability and a sketchbook could

bring back a visual representation of
their vacation spot to friends and family.
lllustrated postcards weren't alfered
untit the fate 1800s, and cameras

- weren't avallable to the general public

until around 1900.

' But these tlays, who wanis tc lug around

lots of film cases or disposable cameras?
Digital cameras are the answer! Digital
cameras Use an image sensor that has
many light-sensitive dindes or “phofo-
sites.” These photosites convert the light

. from an image info electrical charges.

An analog-to-dinital converier saves

the electrical charges in a digital format;
data comprassion helps to store a high-
resolution image until you are ready to
e-mail or print it.

Relax—You'va Eamed It

‘_ Summer is a great time 1o cure yourself
of the cabin fever you've been nursing

over the winter months, So reserve your
vacation days and hap on the Web to
plan that Cancun, Eurapean, or Brazilian
{rip this year! You wen't regret it.
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